
Primary beam splitter and secondary
beam splitter

Article Overview

Primary and secondary beam splitters are sequential optical components used to divide a light beam into

multiple paths, with the primary splitter handling the initial division and the secondary splitter further splitting

one of the resulting beams.

Primary Beam Splitter

A primary beam splitter is the first optical element in a system that divides an incident light beam into two

separate beams. Its main functions include:

o Initial division of light intensity: It splits the incoming beam according to a specified ratio, which can be

equal (50/50) or unequal depending on the application .

o Determining beam paths: The transmitted and reflected beams from the primary splitter define the main

optical paths for subsequent components.

o Type selection: Primary splitters can be plate, cube, or pellicle types, and may be polarizing, non-polarizing,

or dichroic, depending on whether the system requires splitting by intensity, polarization, or wavelength .

Secondary Beam Splitter

A secondary beam splitter is used downstream of the primary splitter to further divide one of the beams

produced by the primary splitter. Its roles include:

o Creating additional beam paths: It allows multiple measurements or interactions with the light without

affecting the original primary split beam.

o Fine control of intensity distribution: Secondary splitters can adjust the power ratio for specific experimental

needs, often in interferometers or multi-detector setups .

o Compatibility with primary splitter: The secondary splitter is chosen to match the optical characteristics of

the primary splitter, such as wavelength range, polarization handling, and damage threshold .

Applications

o Interferometry: Primary splitters divide the laser into reference and measurement arms, while secondary

splitters can direct light to multiple detectors.

o Fluorescence microscopy: Primary splitters separate excitation and emission light, and secondary splitters

can further separate emission into different spectral channels.

o Laser systems: Multi-stage splitting allows simultaneous delivery of light to multiple instruments or sensors.

Page 1/3



Primary beam splitter and secondary
beam splitter

Summary

In essence, the primary beam splitter handles the first division of the incident light, establishing the main

optical paths, while the secondary beam splitter further divides one of these paths to create additional beams

for measurement, detection, or processing. Both types can be selected from various designs--plate, cube,

polarizing, non-polarizing, or dichroic--depending on the optical requirements of the system .

Beam splitters, separators and combiners are identical components that are arranged in the beam path

Nonpolarizing plate beamsplitters Nonpolarizing plate beamsplitters have been designed for use in situations

in which the

Explore the precision, applications, and design principles of beam splitters, essential for advancements in

scientific

Beamsplitters may vary in terms of their size, shape, and material, but all work on the principle that the splitter

transmits

Beam splitter technologies can be categorized according to their construction and optical behavior, including

cube beamsplitters,

A beam splitter is a device used to separate or combine light. It is widely used in guiding

A conventional beam splitter is an optical component used to divide an incident beam into two or more beams

by refracting or

Diffractive beam splitters A diffractive beam splitter is a diffractive optical element (DOE) used to split a

single

Transmission is wavelength dependent and also differs by technology, requirements and design. An alternative

is the

Thorlabs offers a wide range of optical beamsplitters. Our plate beamsplitters have a coated front surface

As the name suggests, a beam splitter refers to an optical device which is used to split or divide a beam of

light into

The beam splitter can be a half-silvered mirror set at an angle of 45 degrees to the incoming beam (see Fig.
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4.3), where the

Researchers are also exploring the use of metasurface-based beam splitters in applications

What Are Optical Beam Splitters? Key Takeaways Beam splitters, essential for applications such as

teleprompters and holograms,

Beam splitters find their application in a diverse array of fields, from teleprompters to robotics, impacting

various technologies we rely

Learn how beam splitters work, compare cube and plate designs, and explore applications in lasers,

microscopy, and interferometry.
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